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In the land Desert,

Sudidenly Kelth halted, bringing his
pony’s head sharply shout, so that the
Awo faced one another. The wind was
Hsing, hurllng clouds of sand (nto
their eves, and the plalnsman held one
band before his face.

“There's no need of keeplng up a
water (rall any lomger,” ho sald quiet-
ty. "By all the slgns we're In for a

sand storm by daylight, and that will |

gover our tracks so the devil himself
souldn’t follow them. Got*a water bug
o your saddie,

“l reck’n dis am one, sah.*

Kelth feit of the object Neb haeld

“Yeu, and a big one, too; Al 1t and |
#strap it on tight; we've got a long,
dry ride ahend”

“Whar'
Juck 7"

"To the ‘Bar X' on
Ive worked with that outfit.  They'll
give v whatever we need, and ask |
no questions; | Jon't know of anylhing
In belween. It's going to be & hard
ride, boy, und mighty litle to eat’ ex
copt what | saved from supper.”

“How far wm It to dis yere Bar X"

"A hundred and - Afty nalles as the
erow fles, amd sand all the way, ex-
cept for the valley of Salt Fork., Come
on Low, and Keep close, for IU's essy
to get lost in these sand hills*

Keith had ridden that hundred and
Aty miles of sandy desolation belore,
but had never been called upon to
make such o Journey asx this proved to
be. He knew there was lttle to fear
from human enamles, for they were
riding far enough east of the Sanita Fe
teall to be aut of the path of rdding
parties, while thils desert country was
shunned by Indian hunters, It con-
#luted of sand hill after sand hill, &
drear watoriess waste, where nothing
grew, and mid the dregd saumeness of
which n traveler could only find puss
mge Ly the guldance of stars at night
or the blazing sun by day. To the

yo' ypropose goin’, Massa

the Canwdian

Aown oM the, sUpo.. ABA D8 WOLUWK
have ddled there, Incking sufclent
strength thoditt the dend welght, but
for Neb's assistance, As It was he
want  stnggering - blindly  forward
Urulsed, snd falnt from hunger and
utigue. Nelther man spoke: they hind
no breath nor energy leit tp waste;
every ounce of strength nesded to be
coneerved for the battle AgRlnsy nae
ture.  They were fAghilng for |ire:
fghting grimly, almost Nopelassly, and
alone.

About them night fnsdly elored In,
black and wiarless. yet fortunately
with n gradual dyiog, l.wv of the
storm. For an hour 4 pgst They  had
been struggling on, doubtihg thelr 41
rection, wondering dully if they were
not lost and merely drifting about In
& olrele. They had  debated this

cely once, the poules standing de-
Jeciadly, talls 1o the storm, Neb srgu
Ing that the wind still hlew from the
south, and Kelth contending it had
shifted Into the westwurd. The white
man won his way, anil they staggerel
on uncertain, the uegro grasping the
'ﬂnl pony's tall to keep from being
sepurated from his companlon. Bome
instinet of the plalns must have guld
ed them, for at last they dragged
themselves out from the desert, the
| erunehing sand under foot changing
Into rock, and then to short brittie
graxs, at which the poules nibbled eag
erly, The slope led gradually down
ward, the animals seenting water, and
struggling to break away. Swaying
n theh saddles, the riders let them
go, and they never stopped untdl belly |
deop in the stream, thelr noses burled. [
| The men shivered In thelr snddivs,
antll, at last satiefed, the poules con
| sented to be forced back up the bank,
| where they nibbled at the short tufts
[of herbage, but In s manner expres
‘#lve of weariness. Keith flung him-
self on the ground, every muscle of
his body aching, his exposed fAesh willl
smarting from the hall of sand
through which they hud passed |

He had not the slightest coneeption |
ag o where they were, esxcept he |
knew this must be the Salt Fork, Ut |
terly confused hy the maze of shiftiog |
dunes, through whose intricacies they
hid somehow found passage. the biack: I
ness of the night yielded no clue as 1o |
thelr point of emergence. The

sugestad that i their wanderln;-
they must have drifted to the enst-
wurd, and come out much lower down
than had been originally intended. 1f

south of Carson Clty,

o One thing was, however, certain
the truth, wnd |
thele future movements,
There was another barren,
stretch of desolation Iving

daylight 1o ascertain
decide npon

CRme
door
durkness.

vol | cottonwoods
ume of water in the wirewm ulunr|;rnplng hin way, with hande extended.

with extrome caulion. - Bul Ine ol
terious vellow glow contin \lv e k-
otied, and with pew hope l.“mlllh!
thie hearts of both men, they sthggerad
an. norving themaelves (o the efort,
and following clorely along the hank
of the stream

At lmst they wrrived where the)
conld percelve dimly something of the
nature of this unexpected desert onsis,

The light shone forth, plercing the
night, through the uncurialned window
of n log cabln, which would otherwise
huve been completely concealed from
view by n group of low growing cot
wonwoods, This was all the biack, en:
shrouding night revealed, and. even
this was merely made apparent by the
yollow (llumination of the window.
The cabin stood upon an island, »
strip of sand, purtinlly coverad by wa
ter. wepurating it from the north shore
on which they stood, There wasx no
slgn of Hfe nbout the hut, other than
the burning lamp, but that slone wag
sufficlent evidence of ocenpancy, In
spite of hunger, and urgent need, Kelth
hesitated, unceriain sx o what they
might be called upon to fave, Who
could be lving In this out-of-the way
spot, I the heart of this Inhespltabile
degert? It would be no eattle out
post surely, for there was no warronnd
Ing grazing land, while surely no pro
fenslonal hunter would choose suc a
barren spot for headguarters.  Kither
a hermit, anxious to escape all Inter
course with humanity, or some autlaw
hiding from arrest, would be likely to
select ao Imolated n piace In which te
lve. To them 1t would be hleal. Away
from all tralls, where not even wlhiely
roving cattlemen would penetrate, In
midgt of 4 desert avolded by Indians
because of luck of gamie—a man might
hide here year afier year without
dunger of discovery. Yet such a one

| would not be likely to welcomegthelr

coming, and they were without' arme.

| But Kelth was not a man to hesitate

long because of possible Jdanger, and

| he stepped down Into the shallow wa-

ter
“Come on, Neb" he commanded,
‘and we'll find out who lives here.”
The window faced the wesal, and he
up the low bank to where the
fronted the porth in intense
U'ndér the shadow of the
he could see pothing,

Hin foot struck s flat stone, and he

plnn;s«d forward, wtriking the unlatch:
, ®d door so heavily as to swing It open,
und
#o, then they might be wimost direotly . room,

fell partinlly forward Inoto the
As he struggled 1o his knees,

swift, comprehengive

A lhmp

burned on a rudely construeted set of |
| drawers nenr the window, and n wood

snnidy ] fire biaged redly fn a stone fArepluce
hetween | opposite,

the yellow and red lights

-
R

Hn Cliy.”
| \\r::qhmpg‘bl \'nu M‘«

“We Wiarted for the ‘Bar X' ranch
| down below, on the Canadian; got
eaught in & sand-storm. and then just
| drifted. 1 do pot know Within twenty
| miles of wherse we are®

Bhe drew. n desh Lireath of lincon.
cenled rellef.

“Are you nlone

"“The negro and f--y-l. and you
baven't the  siighlest reason to be
afrald of us—we're square.”

She looked at him searchingly, and
something In Kelth’'s clean-cut face
seemed to bring reassurance, confl-
dence In the man.

“l am.not afrald,” she answered,
coming toward him around the wnhort
table.
you startled me, bureting In without
warning. But you look all right, and
I am golng to belleve your atory.
| What Is your name?"

“Kelth--Iack Keith'

“A cowman?’
©OHA Mtle of everything, 1 reckon” a
| toueh of returning hitterness in the
fone. “A plainsman, who has punched
cattle, but my Iast joh was govern:
ment seout.”

“You look ax though you might be
| more than that” she sald slowly.
| The man flushed, hix lips pressing
tightly together.

I “Well, I—I may have been,” he con
fesned unwillingly, “I started out all
right, but somehow 1 reckon [ just
went adrift. It's a hablt In this coun-
try.”

Apparently those firet words of com-
ment had left her lips unthinkingly, for
she made no attempt to reply; merely
stood there directly facing him, her
ciear eyes gaxing frankly loto his
own, He peemed 1o actually see her
now for the first time, falrly—a sup-
ple, slender figure, simply dressed,
with wonderfully expressive brown
eyes, & pertect wealth of dark bhalr, &
clear complexion with slight olive
tinge to It, a strong, intelligeut face,
nat strictly beautiful, yet strangely
attractive, the forshead 'nw and broad,
the nose wtraight, the lipe tull and in-
clined tu amile. Suddenly a vague re
membrance, brought recagnition,

“Why, | know you now. "

“Indeed'” the single wora »
undisguished surprise

“Yes, | thought you looke! oddiy
famitlar all the time, but couldn't for
the life of me connect up. You're
I'hriltlg- Muclnire "

"Am 1T her eyes filled with curk

uote of

and In w section | Neb's black face peering past him Into |nalh
with which he was totally unacquaint | the lighted interlor, he seemed to per
celve In one
they would be compelled to walt for | glance, every revealed detall,

| “Of course you wre. You needn't
be afrald of me If von want It kept
| seeret, but | know you just the same.
Saw you at the ‘Galety’ In Indepen-
| denee, maybe two months ago. | went
thres times, moslly on your account.
You've got a great act, and yvou can

“Only it is so lonsly here, and-

‘l'
'ﬂ'lE END
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“the prevention of tuberculosis in
eduention—education of the peo-
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of the state. It s evident that
If every man and woman in the

protection not only might we
reasonably expect as direct re-
sult of this knhowledge a nlu
Miminutiod 1n the déath rate of -

effective legislation for its pre-
veutlon apd coutrol, When a
siate has once become well edo-
onted apd oot before will the
other requisites neceisary to the
control of the Mscase be forth-
coming.
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eve mile after mile wppeared exactly |this wolated valley nod that of the

allke, with nothing whatever todis
tinguish elther distance or direction—
the same drifting ridges  of sand
slretching forth ln every direction, no
summit higher thun another, wo sem-
blance of lgreen shrubbery, or sllver

blending In a peculiar glow of color,
would | Under this radlance were revealed the
never stand 1o be pushed forward ' rough log walls plastersd with yellow
without both rest and food, Ax to | eclay, and hung sbout with the skins
themselves—they had eaten thelr last | of wild animale, & roughly made table,
erumb long sinee, hut this was not | bare except for a book Ising upon It,

Canadlan, and thelr horses

sheen of running water snywhers 1o
break the dull monotony—a vast
sandy plnin, devold of Hfe extending
to the horleon, overhung by & bharren
wky

They had coversd ten mwiles of it by
daybreak, thelr ponles travellng heavi !
Iy, fetlock deep
further. With the first tint of
the cust the brooding Larm
upon them In wind furs
flerce wind buffeting them back
ng thelr faces with sharp grit nontil
vhey upable to bear the pain,
The Aying sand smote them In clonds,
driven with the speed of bullets
valn they lay fat, urging thelr ponles '
forward: the beasts, maddened and
blinded By the merciless lashiug of the
sand, refused to fuce the storm. Kelth,
Il sense of direciion long sinee lost,
rolled wearlly from the saddie, bur
rowad under the partial shelter of a
eand dune, and called upon Neb to |
follow him. With thelr hunds and feat |
they made a sllght wind-break, drag
King the wtruggling ponles into its
protection, awd burrowed themselves
thiere, the clouds of sand shurerying
over them so thick ae to obecure the
skv, and rapidly burying them alto. !
gvether as though In a grave Within
an hour thes Tu

but eould wdvance no

rose In |
nurst
enert the

lash
Were

In

were oo el ied
vl I
Mitless lashing
howled ke unloosed
wod the alr grew cold, adding to the
sting of the grit.
eddy huried it into thelr hlding place,
Te endeavor further would
e certaln death coula
have gulded

Ih
themselves out,

from the

proved  parlinl |

PROW e The

Wind

iravel

for no one
a course for a hundred
feat through the tempest. which soams
ed to wuok the verv brasnth away
the fugltives
they could il ndvance
elke eoild follow

completaly blotting
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i the
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potiles for wiiaer
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BOGH Yeuchng ' nubltation of

mun and acquiri
fo the sarl

thie
night, |
theres remning o oths
Ing rehilofs ove
oyes, and lving
ruccesded in pressing
winding lu an i among 1
Ink dunies, with onl e wind to galde
than, It wa aw ful iradl, the hoofs
#oking deepn drifiiug
Mruggiing  ponie
hausted that rhe
mounted, wnd
oo, leading
ufler Onee

T LA

Taln villavy of ark that

Or

neeky

Ives, thay
forwnrd

¢ wlifn

Hundg, Lhe

e tnming (3.1
riders Anally dis

vingivred forward on
them stumbiog  bliodiy

the noegToa horse
dropped, and had w be lashed 1o
feet agnin: once Kellh's pony stum
bled and fell oo him. hurling him face

fts

EI:!.IL ol w shadow

demons, |
when some sudden 1 I|m| hin eyes, only to see 11 more clesr
| wirode hastlly across, and shook Neb

| Into sembconsclonsness, dragging him

Ta |
it |

then no one | Yoot

| lnntern

thoin

the first time both had known starva- | and @ few ordinars appearing boxes,
tion evidently utillzerd as weats, together
Kelth arose reluctantly, and with n barrel euf so as 1o make a com
ed the saddles from the anlmals, hob. | fortable chalr. In the back wall was
bling them they could graze at & door, partlally open. apparently
will. Neb was propped up beneath an | leading Into a secomd room.  That was
out.eropping of the bank, which partly | all, except the woman
pretected him from the wind, & mere | Kelth must huve
Keith could not  in that first hurried glance, for they
slept or not, bul made | were ever after elossly associated to-
to disturb him. A moment  gether in bis mind, vet at the momeat
antly wbout Inte the | he possessed no clear thought of any-
black stlence, wnd then Iny down, pll | thing except her. She stomd directly
lowing his head upon a saddie He | belilnd (he tuble, where she muxt have
found it impossible 10 sleep, the chill | sprung hastily at the fAirst sound of
of the wind causing him to warn and | their approach,
twist, In wviln wearch after comfort, | muntel above the firepluce, and sturing
while unappeased hungee goawed 10 | toward him, her fice white, her breath
cessantly. Hiw eves ranged about over | coming In sobs, At first he thought
the dull gloom of the skles untll they ',tlw vislon w dream, a dellriom born
fell agnin to the earih level, and then  from his long struggle;
lie suddenly sat up, half belleving him- | concelve the posslbility of such a pres-
sell in a dream—down the stream, how | ence In this lonely plgoe, and stagger:
far away he could not judge, there | lng to his feet, gazed widly, dumbly
gleamed a steady, vellowish Mght. 1t | at the slender, gray clad Agure, the ul-
wus no fMlleker of a4 camp Nre, yet re- | most girllsh face under the shadowing
malned stationary Surely no siar | dark halr, expectiog the maryellous
conld be o low mnd large; nor did he | vislon to vanish. Surely this could
recall any with that pecullarity of | not be real'! A woman, snd such &
color. If such w miracle was possible | woman n8 thi= here, wnd alone, of all
In the heart of that sandy desert he | laces!
would have sworn it was o lamp sahin: | almost
Ing through a window But he had ' to hold
l'l- ver heard of uny settier on the Sall | wind came swirllng jn through
lbl and wimost  langhed ot the  open Zoor, causing the fire
thought, belleving for the lostant his | forth spirals of smoke, and he turned,
braln plaved nim some  elifish trick.  drugging the dazed negro within,
Yot thut light was no (Huslon; he rub | snapplng the lateh hehind him. When
he glaneed around sgaiv he fully be
lleved the vision confronting  himd
wuiild have vanlshed, Bnt no' there
she yet remalned, those wideopen,
frightened brown eyes, with long lash-
es hall hiding thelr depths, looking d)
| rectly into his own
slightly changet her posture
toward him across (he table
Ansh he comprehended that this was
| realliy—fleah and blood —and, I'i!h
the awiflt Instinet of & gentleman, Lis |
nurmbied, fiugere Jerked off
his hat bowed bhurehemideg be:
fare her
"Pardon me” he

with difoulls
bt —obut 1
wihman here

lisrmven He
I am oun- | ed &
ug to And ot the
by

remoy

8O

percelved wll these

tell whether he
o effort

he srared v

terror, and grasped the tahle
hlmsell wrect The
the

o seud

vonvineed now of its reality. He

bodily up the bank and pointing
the stream

"Iy you see that 7
lovsly There

down

he inquired anx

stralght  ahend of lounlu‘

Like a
The negro stared, shaking with eold.
nnd searcely able to stand alone
Mayhe It wmn de moon
muttered, thickly
laawsl, 1 don't
lovks ob dat tiog
Well, | do il Kelth laughed un
eually the fears All
| wanted to know was if you saw what
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Alght b the expression of
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econsidernbhly farthe
bad at Arst _supposed
advanced steadily toward
of the xrouni
becoming Irregular, and e
tored with Krowing shrubs In
the darkness they stumbled uver out
croppihgs of rook, and wfter a fal) or
tva Were compelled g move forward

hiw W WEre hnd

when we

Kone
EIRIL

nad Al the
T the

changed
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Alyre iy  ered your Yght

Where dao
Kelth hes
falgehood wu

he

You tame fram?T
low

taled Just an Instant, yet
anver easy for him, and
ccanlon for any deoelt

AW o

clutching at the rude |

he could noll

He singgoered from weakness, |

rising |

and |

anly now she hand |

| slng 100"

She stood in sllence, still looking
fixedly at him, her bosom rising und
falling. her llps parted as if to speak.
Apynrently she did not know what (o
do, how to act, und was thinking
awiftly.

“Mr. Kelth:” she said, at last In de-
clsion, 1 am mgoing to ask vou to blot
that all out—to forget that you even
suspect me of belng Christie Maclaire,
of the Galety"

‘Why, certainly:
pluin

“There i little enough o explain. It
I8 suMelent thut | am here alone with
vou, Whether | wish to or not, | am
compeiled to trusgt myself to your pro-
tection, You may eall me Christie
Muaclalre, or anyvthing else you please;
You may even think me unworthy re-
spect, but you possess the face of &
gentleman, and ax such | am golng to
| trust you —1 must trust you, Wil you
| acePpt  my  confldence on  these
| terms 1"

Kelth  did not  smile,
Weak from hunger and f(atigue, be
leaned wearlly: agalnst the wall.
Nevertheless that simple, womanly ap-
peal awoke wll that wus strong and
sacrificing within him, sithough her
words were so unexpedied that, for
the moment he falled to reallze thelr
fall purport Finally he steatghtencd
up

but would vou nx-

nor move.

[—1 mecept any terms you desire”
I he gasped weakiy, “If—-if you
only give ane return

“Ome teturn?—what *"

Food; we have suten uothing for
sixty hours.”

Her face, which had been so white,

flushied to the halr, her dark eves soft.

ening

Why, of course; wli down
o have known from your face,
Is plenty here—such ul It is

must walt n moment.'
To Be Contlnued.

| ought
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only yYou
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